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in nature. For him, though it is beyond the scope of
his words, the description should be somewhat as follows:

With Her head slightly bent due to the desire within
to grant all that the devotees seek from Her, and with
the slight inclination towards the other side to shower
a glance at Her Lord; She shines like a streak of gold
and waves like a garland of campaka- flowers.63

The Qualities of Laksmi

Parasara Bhatta is eloquent when he describes vividly
the qualities of Sri which, it can be said are in conformity
with the title of this hymn Sngunaratnakosa (the treasure
house of gem-like qualities of Sri). These gems are
different from one another with their own stamp of
individuality. Though these are distinct mutually, they
all subscribe in general to the charm of the lady that
wears them.

The poet at the outset mentions the qualities that
are common between Her and Her Lord. Thus power
and strength, might and knowledge, sovereignty and
victory, attractiveness and concern to the devotees,
fulfilling the desires of the supplicants, fragrance, beauty,
charm and brilliance - these are just a few qualities
that are common to Her and Her Lord.61 In fact there
are some more qualities which the divine couple possess
in  a  mutually  reflective  manner  as  it  were.
They are: youth, geniality of the heart, a sense of
commitment, etc., to each other.62 The Lord, has
some qualities which are peculiar to Himself like sthiratva
(steadfastness) and satrusamanatva (the power to
quell down enemies). The Goddess, has some qualities
which are peculiar to Her alone, like mradima (softness
of heart), pararthya (subordination to her Lord),